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Koch—one of the two Koch brothers.
What I am going to read to my col-
leagues today is what I believe remains
their agenda today because I see no
evidence that it has changed.

When we turn on the TV and we see
an ad coming from one of the Koch
brothers’ organizations, know what
they stand for.

‘“We favor the abolishment of Medi-
care and Medicaid programs.”’

That doesn’t mean cutting them;
that means ending them.

‘“We favor the repeal of a fraudulent,
virtually bankrupt and increasingly
oppressive Social Security system.”

That does not mean they are opposed
to raising the minimum wage, which
many of us want to do; they want to do
away with Social Security entirely—
not cut Social Security but do away
with it.

‘“We support repeal of all laws which
impede the ability of any person to find
employment, such as minimum wage
laws.”

What that means in English is that
while we are trying to raise the min-
imum wage, they want to abolish the
concept of the minimum wage. So in
high-unemployment areas, an em-
ployer can pay a worker $3 an hour or
$4 an hour.

This is also from the Koch brothers’
platform: ‘“We oppose all government
welfare, relief projects, and aid to the
poor programs. All of these govern-
ment programs are privacy-invading,
paternalistic, demeaning, and ineffi-
cient. The proper source of help for
such persons is the voluntary efforts of
private groups and individuals.”’

That means goodbye to good jobs, nu-
trition programs, Federal aid to edu-
cation, and goodbye to unemployment
insurance.

This is not a conservative agenda.
This is not a small-government agenda.
This is an extremist agenda designed to
eliminate virtually every piece of legis-
lation passed by Congress in the last 80
years which protects the middle class,
working families, low-income people,
seniors, and the system. That is their
agenda.

I am not saying every Republican ad-
heres to every aspect of this agenda,
but these guys are pouring hundreds of
millions of dollars into the political
process for a reason, and that reason is
to make the wealthiest people in this
country even wealthier while they do
away with all legislation that protects
working families.

Citizens United is one of the worst
decisions in the history of the U.S. Su-
preme Court. I hope every Member of
the Senate votes this week to start the
process for a constitutional amend-
ment to overturn Citizens United.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

REMEMBERING TRUETT CATHY

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today
the State of Georgia lost a great cit-
izen and America lost a great patriot.
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Truett Cathy, 93 years old, the founder
of Chick-fil-A restaurants, passed away
this morning. One of the great entre-
preneurs of all time, Truett Cathy
started a restaurant called the Dwarf
House in College Park, GA, years and
yvears ago. He turned it into the Chick-
fil-A restaurant, which now has over
1,800 restaurants in 40 States and the
District of Columbia. It is a family-
owned business. It is not a public cor-
poration. It is a business that is built
on the principles that Truett Cathy be-
lieved in and believed in to this day.
Truett Cathy’s stores are never open
on Sunday. He is a devout Christian
and believes Sunday is a day of rest. So
he operates 6 out of the 7 days. Every-
body who competes with Truett Cathy
operates for 7 days. But everybody who
competes with Truett Cathy finishes
second in gross sales, second in quality,
and second in the line.

Truett Cathy was an extra-special
man whose life has been a great tribute
to all the right things in life that all of
us believe in.

Truett Cathy also gave back to his
community probably more than any
other person I know of. He founded
WinShape Homes, WinShape to build
boys, WinShape to take children who
could not find a foster parent, put
them in a home and turned their life
around. He was a prolific writer of
book after book after book about his
belief in life. His greatest book is one I
gave to each Member of the Senate
about 5 years ago: ‘“‘It’s Better to Build
Boys than Mend Men.” Because he
knew the citizens of our country would
be better if we had good foundations
from the beginning. So he tried to
make sure all those who were less for-
tunate, who did not have the advan-
tages he or others had, had a chance to
grow up in a home with a warm and
nurturing environment, a Christian en-
vironment, an environment that was
dedicated to the principles of this
country, and freedom and democracy.

Atlanta and Georgia will miss Truett
Cathy. He is irreplaceable. It is said
that nobody is irreplaceable. Truett
Cathy is. But the legacy and the legend
he built and his restaurants will go on
as a flagship for everything that is
right about free enterprise and about
the United States of America.

On this day on the floor of the Sen-
ate, to his family and to his legion of
friends and to all he stood for and
stands for, I mourn the loss of Truett
Cathy, a great American and a great
citizen.

I urge everybody, when they get the
chance, to read the story of his life, be-
cause it is the story of the American
way of life. It is the story of principles
you are committed to, vision you hope
for, taking a risk to try and create a
reward, and giving back to the commu-
nity when you earn the money from
that reward, to see to it you leave this
world a better place than you found it.

For America and Georgia today,
Truett Cathy has left us. He has gone
to a much better place. But he has left
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our city, our State, and our country a
better place than what he found. May
God bless the life of Truett Cathy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

(The remarks of Mr. NELSON per-
taining to the introduction of S.J. Res.
42 are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

——
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

Mr. ROBERTS. This evening the Sen-
ate will vote on whether it should pro-
ceed to the consideration of a constitu-
tional amendment that would, of all
things, alter the Bill of Rights. Specifi-
cally, it seeks to amend the First
Amendment to permit this Congress to
regulate the speech and political activ-
ity of American citizens.

As written, the First Amendment
does not permit regulation of the sort
the majority wishes to impose, so they
have decided to rewrite it. This is in-
credible and a sad demonstration of the
lengths to which this majority is will-
ing to go in its quest to retain power.

It is particularly sad when you real-
ize that in just over 2 weeks we will be
celebrating the anniversary of the Sen-
ate action that made ratification of the
First Amendment possible. It was on
September 25, 1789, that this body
passed the first 10 amendments to the
Constitution of the TUnited States.
That was 225 years ago. The ratifica-
tion process was completed when Vir-
ginia became the 11th State to approve
the amendments on December 15, 1791.

Since then, for over two centuries,
the First Amendment has guaranteed
all Americans will have the right to ex-
press themselves and participate in the
political process without fear of gov-
ernment reprisal. While other nations
have struggled to build and sustain de-
mocracy, the liberties guaranteed by
our Constitution have given us a sta-
bility that allowed the United States of
America to grow, to prosper, and to be-
come a beacon of freedom around the
globe.

Our Founders knew that the free ex-
pression of ideas was essential to the
life and health of our democracy. Many
other nations have yet to learn this
lesson and still punish and imprison
their citizens for daring to speak out
and challenge those in power.

That does not happen here because of
the system our Founders gave us. It
does not happen because of the First
Amendment. These things should be
obvious. We might even call them self-
evident. One would think that even in
these polarized times we would have a
consensus or could have a consensus on
the wisdom of the Founders on this
point.

You would think that Senators on
both sides of the aisle would recognize
and agree that the First Amendment,
which has preserved our liberty, must
itself be preserved.
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